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Brushing up on Important Root Causes Now can Prevent Headaches 
Later

Winding insulation breakdown and bearing wear are the two most common causes of 
motor failure, but they arise for many different reasons.  Based on information in a 
recently released “Application Note” from Fluke (fluke.com, Everett, WA), the following 
list highlights the 13 most common causes of failure in winding insulation and bearings.  
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